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The intention of the lesson plan is to help students better pronounce and write fractions as they may occur in 

speaking or writing.  The range of levels where this could be relevant would be anywhere from a lower 

intermediate to advanced.  For most students’ needs, only a simple introduction / clarification and some 

speaking practice is enough.  All the details that are presented below are not necessary or even desirable to go 

over with the students.  They have been provided for two reasons: 
 

1)  To help clarify some issues for the teacher should a student ask about them. 
 

2)  If the teacher thinks that some points are important to convey to the students, then s/he has a convenient 

reference to consider. 
 

 

I would like to emphasize that we, as teachers, often feel the urge to deliver the maximum information to the 

students, but this isn’t always the best approach to follow.  Especially in the case of the lower and 

intermediate levels.  Students often respond more favourably if given some information along with the 

opportunity to absorb it and to put it to use.  When they are more familiar and confident in using those 

elements, then more can be added or the current ones can be adjusted.   

 

The notes below correspond to the mini-worksheet (HO 5) that is suggested to give to the students in Part A 

of the lesson plan.  There are 3 rows of fractions provided, divided into the following sections: 

A  singular fractions   (where the numerator is ‘1’     ex:  1/3     1/5     1/8) 

B  plural fractions  (where the numerator is more than one     ex:  2/3     3/4     3/5) 

C  compound fractions (or mixed numbers)   (which consists of a whole number and a fraction     ex:  1  1/2      

1  4/5     3  2/3) 

 

 

**A  NOTES (referring to Part A in the worksheet HO5):   

● There are different opinions about the use of the hyphen (one third vs one-third).  The traditional way is 

(and the majority of people believe that it is better) to use the hyphen.  (But there is also a growing tendency 

to eliminate some forms of punctuation.) 

 

● The ‘a’ in ‘a half’ is optional in informal short answers: “How much of it did you eat?”   “Half.” or “A half.” 

In longer answers, it is typical to truncate the ‘a’:   “I ate half of it.”   “Half of the people here wear glasses.” 

 

● Generally speaking there is no difference between a half and one-half but I associate ‘a half’ with a general 

rough estimate and ‘one-half’ to be a slightly ‘more precise’ approximation.  To say it in another way, if I 

briefly look out the window I would be more likely to say, “Half of the people in the park are children.”  If I 

am a scientist and after conducting many experiments where 49% of them resulted in X, I might say, “One-

half of them resulted in X”.  This is my personal interpretation and in my experience many people use them 

with the same nuances of meaning. 

 

● Remember if the word starts with a vowel (eighth and eleventh) and is singular, then the article 

(determiner) is ‘an’ not ‘a’. 
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**B  NOTES (referring to Part B in the worksheet HO5):   

● A simple fraction is composed of two parts: a numerator on top and a denominator on the bottom.  It can be 

singular as the examples in Section A and the numerator is 1.  1/3 = one-third  not one-thirds.  The 

denominator is always singular if the numerator is singular.  In Section B all the fractions are plural which 

means the numerator is greater than one.  Consequently the denominator is plural in form (takes an ‘s’).      

2/3 = two-thirds  not two-third. 

 

 

**C  NOTES:   

● Compound fractions (or mixed numbers) are composed of a whole number (0, 1, 2, 3,…) plus a fraction.  

(If the whole number is 0, we never write or pronounce it and treat the fraction as a simple fraction.  Some 

examples: 0  2/3,   2  2/3,   4  1/2  

 

● The pronunciation is basically saying the whole number, then ‘and’, then the fraction. (two and two thirds) 

 
 

 

SOME MORE ADVANCED POINTS: 
Use of hyphens   The information in **A NOTES was referring to the simple use of fractions, like 

responding to a question using only the fraction.  (For ex:  How many people ate the pizza I made for the 

party?  About a half.  /  About one-half.  /  About one half.  /  About half. – all these answers are fine)   

 

●When the fraction is used in a complete written sentence as an adjective or an adverb, then the numerator 

must be united with the denominator by using the hyphen.  (For ex:  Adjective:  My one-third part of the prize 

was spent on my family.   Adverb:  I am two-thirds done.   It is four-fifths full.)   When the fraction is 

singular and used as an adjective or adverb, ‘a’ cannot be used, only the number ‘one’.  (For ex:  I am one-

half done.  I am a half done.)  When we want to use ½ as an adjective or adverb, we frequently use ‘halfway’ 

instead.  Adjective:  We only reached the halfway mark.  Adverb:  I ran halfway through the park.) 

 

●If the fraction is used as a noun, some people insist a hyphen is needed whereas others think it isn’t 

necessary.  (For ex:  About one-half of the people here are from another country.  Or   About one half of the 

people here are from another country.)  Whether or not to use a hyphen doesn’t seem as necessary for many 

people as when the fraction is used as an adverb or adjective. 

 

● The ‘s’ in the denominator is always present if the numerator is plural:   one-third     two-thirds   

It is confusing to many students that the verb that follows is sometimes singular and sometimes plural.  For 

example: 

1)  Two-thirds of the water is from bottles. 

2)  Two-thirds of the glasses are filled with water.  

(If this question arises, you could write these two sentences on the board and ask the students if they can 

detect any errors.  This is a trick question as there are no errors.  The first sentence has an uncountable noun 

(some say collective noun) for a subject and thus takes the singular form of the verb.  The second sentence 

uses a plural noun, so it takes the verb in a plural form.  The reference to the fraction does not change this. 
 

 

More than anything, your recommended primary goal is to introduce the fractions and have them practice 

saying them reasonably well.  You can encourage them to use connected speech to say the complete fraction 

as a unit:  ‘three ena haf’ rather than four separate words pronounced individually.  Don’t overkill them with 

all the details presented above.  Maybe they just need to know that ‘one-half’ and ‘a half’ are equally good in 

most circumstances and they should say the ‘s’ in the denominator if the numerator is more than one. 

 

In HO6 the final 3 rows have some fractions that the students wouldn’t normally encounter in their day-to-

day interactions.  I have found, though, that most students enjoyed these slightly challenging numbers and 

these more unusual fractions added a bit more fun to their practicing in pairs.  (They also provide the fast 

finishers with something a little extra to do while the others are working through the more regular numbers.) 
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