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SMELTER:  FIRST IMPRESSIONS 
 

 

A young man began working in heavy industry as a labourer for the first time.  The massive structures and 

machinery, the heat and danger, the physical and emotional effort needed to complete the work all left an impression 

on him.  He describes his first days in an enormous copper smelter complex.   Have a look at the questions and try to 

answer them the best that you can.  
 

1) The following tools are mentioned in different places in the story.  Put them in the order they appear. 

a) ____ pail            b) ____shovel            c) _1_ sledge hammer            d) ____ jack hammer            e) ____ iron bar 
 

2) How big was the hook at the end of the chain used to tip the big pots forward? 

 

3) What sometimes happened to people on their first day as slag launderman? 

 

4) What would the craneman do if somebody threw a shovel at him? 

 

5) What did the man do after working hard for a while? 
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