
Part A     REVIEW  

Students practice and consider ideas 

presented in the handout from last class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREPOSITIONS 

 

       CONCEPTUAL MEANINGS 

Part B    EXPLORING MEANINGS  

Students become familiar with different 

concepts associated with certain 

prepositions 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 1     QUIZ 

Students do quiz based on the first section of last class’s 

worksheet   

 

Step 2     HOMEWORK 

Go over the gap-fill at the bottom of the handout from last class 

 

 

Step 1     SPATIAL DIMENSIONS 

Students view how specific prepositions reflect ideas of area or 

volume, surface, line and more precise points  

Step 2     RELATIONSHIP OF DIRECTION 

Students are introduced to and practice how different 

prepositions communicate movement or location using two 

references  

Step 3     TIME RELATIONSHIPS 

Some typical prepositions of time and their meanings 

Step 4     INTENSITY OR MANNER 

A brief look at how AT, TO and WITH can emphasize different 

meanings 

Step 5     GENERAL OR SPECIFIC   

FOR + gerund vs TO + infinitive 

Part C     RECALL 

Students try to remember the information 

presented 

1 step     REMEMBERING  IDEAS ABOUT   

               PREPOSITIONS 

Students work in pairs, recalling and discussing what they had 

just learned 
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HOMEWORK:  Study the two handouts given so far 
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PREPOSITIONS      AN INTRODUCTION 

What is a preposition? 

 It’s a grammatical tool that is used to introduce _______________,which 

can be a concrete noun, an abstract idea, a pronoun or a gerund, for example. 
 

Ex:  I am waiting.     vs     I am waiting ________ you / the bus. 
 

 

Prepositions can be used before words:   _____ the morning 

   as well as after as in these examples: ●Verbs   (talk _____ somebody) 

●Adjectives   (good _____ something) 

●Nouns   (ability _____ something) 
 

1► Sometimes they have a specific meaning or reflect some logical system.   For example: 
 

                TIME                   LOCATION 

   
half past six     midnight  work     52 Green Street 

   

Nov. 1
st
     your birthday  (AmE)  Green Street 

Sunday     New Year’s Eve   

   

July     1997     the twenties  (BrE)  Green Street 

the XX century     the winter  Toronto     Canada     Europe 
 

But there always seem to be exceptions such as  _____ the morning    or   _____ night 

  the afternoon  

  the evening  

And in BrE they say _____ the weekend but in AmE they say _____ the weekend. 

 

2► Sometimes they are simply associated with a particular word or words.  This is called   
 

For example:  speak, think, dream, write, read _______________ st / sb.    I am interested _______ st / sb. 

                                                                          introduces a theme  

     Note:  st = something     sb = somebody  
 

While there can be some kind of logic connected to why one preposition is used and not another, it may not always be 

clear or even present.  It is best to think of them as simply ‘expressions’ and this group of words are typically used 

together when expressing this meaning. 

What are the prepositions typically used in the following? 

afraid   ____________ st / sb ____________ a holiday 

arrive   ____________ a city or country lend st    ____________ sb  

arrive   ____________ another place (ex the hotel) proud      ____________ sb / st 

depend ____________ sb / st surprised ____________ st 

good   _____________ st worried  ____________ st / sb 
 

How can you learn the correct prepositions? 
 

By reading a lot you can develop an intuitive feeling over time for some typical collocations.  These unions ‘sound 

right’ but you’re not sure why.  You can make a list of some typical examples you use, particularly those you 

encounter in your reading, the mistakes you make in your writing and in exercises in workbooks, grammar books 

and online.  Below are a few more prepared for you but don’t stop with these. 
 

One last tip.  If you know the opposite or a synonym of a word, chances are that it uses the same preposition. 
        

1. ashamed ____________ st/sb  5. count ____________ st/sb  9. scared ____________ st/sb 

2. awful ____________ st  6. frightened ___________ st/sb  10. rely ____________ sb / st 

3. arrive ____________ time  7. bad  ____________ st  11. shocked ____________ st 

4. borrow st ____________ sb  8. happy ____________ st  12. terrific ____________ st 

 

 

PREPOSITIONS      A SHORT QUIZ 
 

1► Write  on  in  at  in the pyramid.  
 

 

2► TIME 
 

__________ 7:15     __________ Nov. 1
st
     __________   Tuesday 

 

__________ night     __________ midnight     __________the morning     __________ July     __________ her forties 
 

__________ 1975     __________ my birthday     __________ New Year’s Day     __________ the sixties (1960 – 1969) 
 

__________Saturday morning     __________the twentieth century               __________ the weekend (BrE)     
    
__________ the evening          __________ Christmas Eve                            __________ the weekend (AmE) 

 

3► LOCATION 
 

__________ Flin Flon     __________ 402 Princess Street     __________ Japan     __________ the forest 
 

__________ Prince Street (AmE)     __________ Prince Street (BrE)     __________ the fourth floor 
 

__________ the building     __________ work/school     __________ home     __________ my home 

 

 MAX’S ENGLISH CORNER   ©2014  MEC  MC:  Prepositions  HO 1      photocopiable material        

 

PREPOSITIONS      A SHORT QUIZ 
 

1► Write  on  in  at  in the pyramid.  
 

 

2► TIME 
 

__________ 7:15     __________ Nov. 1
st
     __________   Tuesday 

 

__________ night     __________ midnight     __________the morning     __________ July     __________ her forties 
 

__________ 1975     __________ my birthday     __________ New Year’s Day     __________ the sixties (1960 – 1969) 
 

__________Saturday morning     __________the twentieth century               __________ the weekend (BrE)     
    
__________ the evening      __________ Christmas Eve                                 __________ the weekend (AmE) 

 

3► LOCATION 
 

__________ Flin Flon     __________ 402 Princess Street     __________ Japan     __________ the forest 
 

__________ Prince Street (AmE)     __________ Prince Street (BrE)     __________ the fourth floor 
 

__________ the building     __________ work/school     __________ home     __________ my home 

 

 

 

 

PREPOSITIONS   A FEW USEFUL IDEAS ON THEIR MEANINGS 
 

1► SPATIAL DIMENSIONS  
 

If you know the intrinsic meaning of the prepositions (what they’re usually designed to  mean), then this could help you to better 

understand the meaning of the sentence, the relationships between the references in the sentence and of course, phrasal verbs.  If the 
preposition is used idiomatically then this traditional meaning probably won’t be of much use. 
 

Here are some uses of prepositions where knowing their meaning helps you understand: 
 

Consider how you can look at space and the position of something from a particular perspective. 
 

A --We can often refer to a particular POINT in space (and time). 
 

     I’ll meet you __________ school.          The show starts __________ a quarter past six. 
 

  NOTE:  There are two more prepositions if we’re thinking of origin and destination. 

     I walk __________  (origin) my house __________ (destination) work every day. 
     I work __________ (origin) 10 am __________ (destination) 5 pm. 
 

B --Some prepositions can refer to a LINE. 
 

     __________ on the other side of a line     ex:  We live __________ the street (from you). 

     __________ next to the line, for some duration     ex:  We walked __________ the river. 
     __________ the location is part of the line     ex:  (AmE)  We live __________ Green Street. 
 

C --SURFACE (flat) area 
 

     The fly walked __________ the ceiling.          There’s something __________ your glasses. 
 

D --an enclosed or surrounding AREA 
 

     We were stuck ____________________ the elevator for ages.     The children played ____________________ the car.   

     You can play here but you can’t go ____________________ the park. 
 

E REVIEW OF CONCEPTS 
 

    Look at these sentences at decide if they refer to a point, a line, a surface or an area or volume of something:      

             1)The paper boat floated on the river.    

             2)We went to the river.      
             3)We swam in the river.  

             4)It’s down the river.   
 

  

 

 

2► RELATIONSHIP OF DIRECTION   

Write the appropiate word(s) in the gap below: 
                     A)   She’s walking __________ the park. 

B) She’s walking __________ the park. 

C) She’s walking __________ the park. 
D) She’s walking __________ the park. 

E) She’s walking __________ the park. 
F) She’s walking __________ the park. 

 

He is ________ (origin) Canada.   She is walking ________ (destination) the park. 
I work ________ (origin) eight ________________________ (destination) five o’clock. 
 

3► RELATIONSHIP WITH TIME REFERENCES  
 

Give it to me 
before  at  after  

half past six. 
 by  around  

 

4► DEGREES OF INTENSITY OR MANNER  
 

Throw the ball 
to 

them. 
 

They laughed 
with 

me. 
at at 

 

5► GENERAL OR SPECIFIC  
 

 

This is 
for writing. 

to write with. 

 


