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APP 1  SN1 THE ALPHABET  DAYS 1 & 2 
 

 APPROPIATE LEVELS   

 
 

There are some students even at the higher levels who have forgotten or are unclear about how to 

pronounce a few letters.  However, while there may be some high level students who could use a 

little help or direction, those same students (or others in the class) may feel indignant or consider the 

activity a waste of time. 
 

If you’re not sure how the students will react to going over the alphabet, even without the song, you 

can subtly check by occasionally asking them to spell their names the first class or two, or maybe 

correcting a word-formation exercise, having them spell out the adjective form of giant or the ‘ing’ 

form of jog, for example.  When the students see the need (and you should point it out to them) to go 

over the alphabet, then you can introduce a review the best way you see fit. 
 

It also depends on how you approach it.  If you present it in a fun, positive, exploratory way, many 

students will attach themselves to your enthusiasm and enjoy it, especially if it doesn’t occupy much 

of their time. 
 

For low level students you can dedicate some more time to it, for example in extending the time they 

need in pair-work practice or to more frequently re-introduce it in future classes.  Of course, having 

them spell words out loud in other activities will help recycle the pronunciation from time to time as 

well. 
 

 

 

 PRONUNCIATION SYMBOLS   

 
 

The pronunciation symbols in Part B in the Lesson Plan are those used in the International 

Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) which may or may not be in use in your country.  The activities are 

designed to help the students remember and improve the pronunciation of the alphabet but don’t 

require the students to remember the symbols.  The symbols are given only to provide a reference, 

particularly in grouping similar sounds together. 

 

This entry from Wikipedia gives a good explanation about the IPA: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Phonetic_Alphabet 

 

The following webpage has some interesting notes such as dictionary mistakes, how to type phonetic 

symbols and more: 

http://www.antimoon.com/how/pronunc-soundsipa.htm 
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